NOY 04 ' 05 09:34 FR UD LEGAL IPD 



949 672 6604 TO 915712738300 



P. 05/15 



Art Unit 2186 

Serial No. 10/004.1 00 



Reply to Office Action of: August 4, 2005 
Attorney Docket No.: K35A0989 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive, comprising: 

a disk storage medium having a first range of disk drive host interface 
addressable locations accessible by a host computer operating system, at least one of 
the addressable locations being used to designate a mailbox file executable under 
control of the disk drive: and 

a disk controller for responding to a command from the host computer operating 
system that references the mailbox file to perform a function characterized by contents 
of the mailbox file. 

2. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 1, wherein the mailbox file is located in 
at least one of the disk storage medium and a computer memory associated with the 
disk controller 

3. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 1 , wherein the first range of disk drive 
host interface addressable locations is in a first space directly accessible by the host 
computer operating system. 

4. (Currently Amended) A disk drive according to claim 1 , wherein the function is 
used to access a second range of addressable location s used to store information that 
are not disk drive host interface addressable and that are contained on the disk storage 
medium. 

5. (Currently Amended) A disk drive according to claim 4, wherein the information 
is written to the second range of addressable locations in an encrypted format 
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6. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 4, wherein the disk controller uses a 
command block contained in the mailbox file for accessing the second range of 
addressable locations. 

7. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 6, wherein the command block is 
stored in an encrypted format in the mailbox file. 

8. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 7, wherein information is written to the 
second range of addressable locations In an encrypted format. 

9. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 1 , wherein the function is used to 
transfer a key from the mailbox file. 

1 0. (Original) A disk drive according to claim 1 , wherein the ftjnction is used to 
perform a data transformation. 

1 1 . (Original) A disk drive according to claim 1 , the disk drive befng compatible with 
at least one operating system that is capable of accessing disk drives and with at least 
one disk drive host interface. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for accessing storage locations of a disk storage 
medium in a disk drive using a disk controller, the disk storage medium having a first 
range of disk drive host interface addressable locations accessible by a host computer 
operating system, at least one of the addressable locations being used to designate a 
mailbox fil e executable under control of the disk drive, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

recognizing a command from the host computer operating system as a reference 
to the mailbox file; and 
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responding to the command by performing a function characterized by contents 
of the mailbox file. 

13. (Original) A method according to claim 12, wherein the mailbox file is located in 
at least one of the disk storage medium and a computer memory associated with the 
disk controller. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein the function is 
used to access a second range of addressable location s used to store information that 
are not disk drive host interface addressable and that are contained on the disk storage 
medium. 

15. (Original) A method according to claim 14, comprising the step of: 

using a command block contained in the mailbox file for accessing the second 
range of addressable locations. 

1 6. (Original) A method according to claim 15, wherein the oommand block is stored 
in an encrypted format in the mailbox file. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16, wherein the information is 
written in an encrypted format to the second range of addressable locations. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 12, wherein the function comprises the 
step of: 

accessing the second range of addressable locations using a file system of an 
application program. 

19. (Original) A method according to claim 18, wherein the application program 
writes information in an encrypted format to the disk storage medium. 
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20. (Original) A method according to claim 14, wherein the step of responding 
comprises the step of: 

transferring information between the mailbox file and the second range of 
addressable locations. 

21 . (Original) A method according to claim 20, comprising the step of: 
providing an indication in the mailbox file when a transfer of the information is 

complete. 

22. (Original) A method according to claim 20, comprising the step of: 
decoding an encrypted command from the application program, within the disk 

drive, to initiate the step of transferring. 

23. (Original) A method according to claim 22, wherein the information is stored on 
the disk drive, and transferred between the disk drive and the application program in an 
encrypted form. 

24. (Original) A method according to claim 12, comprising the step of: 

using a command validation key associated with the mailbox file to at least one of 
validate and reject the command. 
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